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EARLY SOCIETIES

often traced to the beginnings of human existence,

from the remote past, milllons of years ago. Your leachers
will inform you how humans (Arst emerged tn Afnca amd how
archacologists have studied these early phases of history from
remalns of bones and stone lools.

Archacologists have made atlempts to reconstruct the lives of
early people — to find ‘out about the sheliers in which they lived,
the food they ate by gathering plant gproduce and hunting ammals,
and the ways in which they expressed themselves. Other
tmpartant divelopments included the use of fire and of language.
And, finally, vou can find out whethier the lives of people who live
by hunting and gathering today can help us to understand
the past.

Theme ‘1, included in the sectton, deals with some of the
earltest cities — those of Mesopotamila, present-day Irag. These
cities developed around temples, and were centres of long-distance
trade. Archacological evidence - remains of old settlements -
and an abundance of written material are used (o reconstruct
the Bves of the dilfferent people who Wved there — craftspeople,
stribes, labourers, priests, kings and gueens. You wiil notice
how pastoral people played an tmportant role in some of these
towns. A quéstion to think about 1s whether the many activities
that went an In eities would have been possibice If witing had
nol developed. '

You may wonder as to liow people who lor millons of years
had fived In forests, in caves or lemporary shelters and rock
shelters began o eventudlly live m villages and citiés, Well, the
story Is a long one and s related to several developments that
ook place at least 5,000 years before the establishment of the
lirst ciftes.

One of the most far-reaching changes was the gradual shift
from nomadic life to settled agriculture, which began around

IN this section, we will read aboul carly societies which 1s
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10.000 years ago. As you will be informed by your teacher, prior
to the adoption of agriculture. people had gathered plant produce
as a source of food. Siowly, they learnt morne about different kinds
of plants — where they grew. the seasons when they bore frutt
and so on. From this, they learnt to grow plants. In West Asta,
wheat and barley. peas and various kinds of pulses were grown,
In East and Southeast Asia. the crops that grew eastly were miliet
and rice. Millet was also grown in Africa. Around the same time,
peaple jearnt how to domesticate antmals such as sheep. goat,
catile, pig and donkey. Plant fibres such as cotton and fax, and
animal fibres such as wool were now woven into cloth: Somewhat
later, about 5,000 years ago, domesticated antmals such as cattle
and donkeys were hamessed to ploughs and cars.

These developmends led to other chandes as well. When peaple
grew crops. they had to stay tn the same place till the crops
ripened. So, settied life became more common. And with that,
people bullt more permanent stmetures tn which to lve.

This was also the time when some communitics learnt how to
make earthen pots. These were used to store grain and other
produce. and to prepare and cock a varety of foods made from
the new gratns that were cultivated. [n fact, a greatl deal of
attentlon was glven to processing foods to make them tasty and
digestibie.

The way stone tools were made also changed. While earlter
methods of making tools conttmied. some tools and equipment
were now sinoothened and poltshed by an elaborate process of
grinding. New equipment included mortars and pestles for
processing and grinding grain, as well as stone axes and hoes;
which were used to clear land for cullivation, as well as for diggtng
the earth to sow seeds.

In some areas. people learnt to tap the ores of metals such as
copper and tin. Sometimes, copper ares were collecied and used
for their distinctive bluish-green colour. This prepared the way
for the more extensive nse of metal for |ewellery and for tools
subsequently.

There was also a growing familtarity with other kinds of produce
from distant lands (and seas). This inclnded wopd, stones,
mcluding prectons and semi-precious stones, meials and shell
and obsidtan (hardened) volcante tava. Clearly. people were gotng
from place (o place, carmying-goords and tdeas with them.

With increasing trade, the growth of villages and towns. and
the movementis of people, In place of the small communities of
early people there now grew small states, While these changes
ook place slowly. over several thousand years. the pace
qutckened with the growth of the first cittes. Also, the changes
had far-reaching consequences. Some scholars have described
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this as a revolution. as the lives of people were probably transformed
beyond recegnition. Leok out for continuities and changes as you
explore these two contrasting themes in early history.

Remember too; that we have selected only some examples of
early societies for detalled study. There were other kinds of early
societles, including farming communites and pastoral peoples.
And there were other peoples who were hunter-gatherers as well
as city dwellers, apart from the examples selected. Timeline |
gives you some hints about those societies and peaple.
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How to Read Timelines

i St TIMELINE |
Eacly ol these will indicile sime af
the mojor provesses i esents m
world history. (6 MYA TO 1 BRCE)

As yvou study the tmelines,
Ry =

= Vrocesses Lhrough which

wonen and mre hmve

shaped history are far mare
Aufieuit to dite than events
sitch s 0 war beltween Rngs.

*  Some diles may indicgte (e
Dttt of o process. or wihien
i reaches matimtion.

*  Hisiorions e cuu_::;‘nitr
revisiig dates in the light of
oW evidenee, of new ways ol
nssessing ol diin.

 Whil¢é we have divided
the tmelines o geographicnl
‘bhasis as o matler al
conventenice. actiml historieal
“deveiopments alledy frofscend
these divisions.

*  Also, there 15 0 ehirotoliies

overtap 0 hisiodca FEocesses.
+ Oy some Eusdmorkes i i
tustory fave boen shiowr Hee -
we  Bave highlighled  the
processes dedld with (s the | This tumeline focuses on the

Hhiemes iollpw, which afso
m,nm"ﬁ:mﬁm ermnergence ol humans and the

*  Wherever you see a*, yor, will domestication of plants and animals.
alsas Nl an fikstraton redati)

to e dule alofyg Uie colitmn It highlights some major technologlcal

o Hunk spoces ﬂl:l"hlll mein (it :
HOTHINg. Wil WapRernig - developmenis such as the use of fire,

sumedimes these mdicaie (hat metals, plough agriculture and the

m“;mﬂ ke Wit © wheel, Other processes that are shown
« You will be learning more include the emergence ol citles and the

abiil South Asun lustory 0 '

‘peneral i) Tdhism, fetkiory use of writing. You will also find
The dnirs - :

sm“ﬂﬂﬂmm drﬁ 1"‘?;: T mention of some of the earllest

are only indicitive of some empires — a theme that will be

il e puiiiiadlidien developed tn Timeline 1.
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WRITING AND CITY LIFE

CITY life began in Mesopotamia®, the land befween the
Euphrates and the Tigris rivers that (s now part of the
Republic of Img, Mesopotamian cldtisation ts knoumn for its
prasperilyy, dly e, s robiminous and rich literature and its
mathematics and asfonony. Mesopotamia's writing system

gl Hormiune sproad (o e eostern Meditorrasiean. nordlern =Tht name
Syrin, and Turkey after 2000 wox, so that the kingdoms of HtHF!ltl:lmlﬂu
that entire region irere toriting to one anather, and to the ferirad from the
Pharaol of Emypt. in the language and soript of Mesapotarmia. Eresk words meses,
Here we shall explore the connection between elty e and s bl
writtng. and then look at some owtconies of a sustained meonng middle,
truditicn of toriting anll patamer,
in the beginning of recorded histomy. the hand. maindy the: mEaning fvEr

urhanised soulh (see discussion below), ras colled Sumer
amd Akkadl. After 2000 sre, when Habylon became an
tmportant city. the (esm Babylonia was used for the sotthern
region. Froen about T100 nee. when the Assyrians established
their kingdom in the northy the region beogme Enown as
AﬁyrhWﬁmhmmh?mﬂﬂurhTﬂimm
It was gradually replated by Akkadian around 2900 wee
when Abdmudion speakers amived. This language flourished
till abol Alewtindefs lme (336323 il writh sormd regional
chinges ocowring, From FHOO s, Aramaic also trickled in
This language, stmilar to Hebrew. became widedy spoken after
1000 mcx. It is still spoken In parts of Imadg.

Mechoeblogy i Mosopotuinln bidam fo (e 18480s. Al o or
twier stites Hncluding Thouk and Moz, which we diseuss boelow).
cxcavabinons captioeed for decaden, |(No lndmn sile has over
snen such lonig-lorm projicts;] Not only can woe shudy
hasedreeds of Mesopotamban buildings, stalaes, omugents,
pgrirves, loois uel seals as snerees, Ahere e Chousands of
wrillen doemenie.

Mestgiotamin whE mpimumt 2 Furopeans bocouse of
meferenees to | m the Ofd Tesippoenit. the st poari of the
Bk Fowr bmluatsce. the Bock of Geneds of tae Old Treslament
refers to Shitmar’, menning Sumer, as a land of brick-buth
citles. Tiavellers and scholurs of Europe looked oo
Mesopolomio us o kind of omeesiral land, and when
nrchnnndogics! work begnn iG the aren, therr wis an st empt
to prowe this (lerul broth of te Ol Tesitamsad.
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From the mid-ninwlesnith comiury there was nosopping the
et st for mplotmg (s anelenl jetsd of Mesepstamin. In
1873, ot Britsh orwspaper Bnded an expedition of tie Brivsh
M (e sesirel for o tablel narmmtiig Uuee sty of ie Floml,
munillaned In the Bilile.

By Lhe M=, il was undersiood thiat the siories ol the
Old Testomenl wore mot itemlly troe, bot may bove bern
ways ol cxpiessing memories aboul pmpoant changes o
hivtery, Gradually, srchaesologionl technigues beoame i
miote soplibstiouled sl relined. Whinl s muce. alicnbion was
trectad fo diffprmi questions; mehofmg oecorstrmeting te
lives of ondimary people:. Establishing the eral troth ol
Bilikml narmitbes reevilaetd nle Use bacipremned. Mush af
wiml we dbepus soulmegquently o the chapler s hased on
L=t Loy sifitalies.
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Mesopotamia and its Geography

T 15 a land of diverse environments. [n the north-east lie green,
tndulating platns, gradually rising to tree-covered moundtatn mndes
with clear streams and wild flowers, with enoughy radnfall to grow crops.
Here, agriculture began between 7000 and 6000 sce, In the norih.
there 15 & stretch of upland called o steppe, where anima herding
offers peaple a better livelthood than agriculture — after the winter
riins, sheep and goats feed on the grasses and low shrubs that grow
here. To the east. tributartes of the Tigris provide routes of
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communication into the mountains of [ran. The south I8 a desert
- and this 1s where the first citfes and writing emerged [sce below).
This desert could support citles because the rivers Euphrates
and Tigns. which rise in the northern mountatns. carty loads of
silt (fine mud). When they flood or when their waier is let out on
to the fields. fertile siit is depostied.

Ak g
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1 Eﬂ ? F :'.1
3 e
i 3
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DESERT ¥
T #ane of agriculiural pdoctivay (mgaod)
S S Yl il suss ol seleelod agricitiay -
A Smnisimus wginn . K
lan

After the Euphristes has entered the desert, its water flows out
into small channels. These chammels flood thetr hanks and. in
the past, functoned as imgation canals: water coukd be let into
the flelels of wheat, barley. peas or lentils when necessary. Of all
aneient systems, that of the Roman Empire (Theme 3) included,
it was the agriculture of southern Mesopotamia that was the
most productive, even though the reglon did not have sufficient
rtnifall to grow crops.

Not only agricullure, Mesopotamtan sheep amd goats that grazed
an the steppe. the norh-eastern plitng and the mountan slopes
(that 1s, on tracts too high for the rivers to flood and fertilise)
priviuced meat, mitk and wool 1o abundance. Further, fish was
avallable In rvers amnd date-palms gave frult tn summer. Let us
not, however, make the mistake of thinking that ciiies grew stmply
because of ruml prospenty. We shall discuss other factors by
amid by, but first Jet us b clear about city e
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The Significance of Urbanism

Cittes and towns are nd just places with larde populations. it 1s
when an economy develops in spheres other than food productton
that it becames an advantage for people to cluster 1 towns, Urban
economles comprise besides food productlon. trade, manufactures
and services. City people, thus, cease to be self-sulficient and
depend on the praducts or services of other @ity ar village) people.
There Is continuous interaction among them. For instance, the
carver of a stone s¢al requires brong= tools that he himseif cannot
make, and coloured stonds for the seals that he docs not know
where to gel: his ‘specialisation’ is fine carving, not tFading. The
bronze tool maker doed not himselfl go out to gel the metals,
copper and tn, Besides, he needs regilar suppliss of charcoal
for fuel, The division of labour ts a mark of urban life,

Further, there must be a soctil organisation in piace, Fuel,
metal, varous stones, wood. etc., come from mamy different places
for oty manufacturers, Thus, organised trade and storage |s
needed,. There are deliveries of grain and other food ttems from
the village to the city, and bod supplics need to be stored and
distributed. Hesides, mauny different activities have to be
coordinated: there must be nol only stones but also bronze tools
and pols avallable for seal cutters. Obviousty, In such 3 system
some people give commuands that others obey, and urban
economies often. frequire the keeping of written records.

TheWarka Head
/ This woman's head was 3culpted
‘in white marble ot Urok befors
3000 = The eyes and eyebrows

weuid probably have taken lopis
iozuli (blue) and shell (white) and
bitumen (bladk)inlays, respecively,
Thers 11 a groove along the top of
the head, perhops for an
emament. This s aworld-famous
piece of sculpture, admired for the
delicate modelling of thewoman's
mouth, chinand cheeks And twas
modeiled In o hard stene that
wouid have been Imported from n
distance.

Geginning with the procurement of
stone, st all the spacialisty who
would be Involied In the production of such o pisce of sculpture,
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Movement of Goods intq Cities

However rich the food resources of Mesopotamia, its mineral
resources were few. Most parts of the south lacked stones for tools,
seals amd jewels: the wood of the Irgl date-palm and poplar was
not gond enough for carts, cart wheels or boats; and there was no
metal for tools, vessels or ornaments. 50 we can surmise that the
anclent Mesopotamians could have traded thelr abundant textiles
and agricultural produce for wood. copper, tn, silver, gold, shell
and varous stones {rom Turkey and Iran, or across the Gull These
latter regions had mineral resources, but much less scope (or
agriculiure, Regular exchanges — possible only when there was a
social organisation — (o eguip loreign expeditions and direct the
exchanges were intttated by the people of southem Mesoptitanifa
Besides crafis, trade and services, efficlent transport 1= also
tmpartant for urban development. [ it takes too much tme, or
too much animal feed, to carmy grain or charcoal into cittes an
pack animals or hullock carts, the city econamy will not be viable,
The cheapest mode of trAnsporiation 18, everywhere, over wilter.
River boats or barges Joaded with sacks of grain are propelled by
the current of the fver and/or wind., bt when antmals transport
goods, they need to be fed. The eanals and natural '
channets of ancient Mesopotamila were Ui fact routes of & o mm
gaods transport between large and small scitlements, 3 v af kexs i
and in the account on the city of Man later tn the chapler,
the mmporiance of the Euphrales as a ‘world route’ will
become clear. |

The Development of Writing

All soctettes have languages 1n which certain spoken
sounds convey certaln meantngs. This 1s verbal
communication. Wrting too s verbal communication —

but n a different way. When we talk about writing-or a | ﬂ'
seTipl. we mean that spoken sounds fﬂ_j#’}
are represented In visible signs. -_l

The Hrst Mesppotamian tablets: 4L 3
written around 3200 poE, contatned Lo '
peture-like signs -and numbers, These
were about 5,000 lsts of oxen. lish. bread 41- fros
loaves. etc. — lists of goods that were <
brought into or distributed from the _ -
temples of Urnk, a city in the south. El C
Clearly, wmiting began when soctiety
needed to Keep records of tramsactions ﬁ WA
— becauge In city life transactions o
ocourred at different times, and fnvolved  CWelform sulinhic
many people and a vanety of goods: s
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Mesopotamians wrote on tablets of clay. A seribe would wet
clay and pat it into a size he could hoid l:ﬂm_turtahl_',f in one hand.

He would carefully smoethen 1ts surfaces, With the sharp end of
a reed cut obliquely, he would press wedge-shaped (‘cunetform®)
signs on to the smuyothened surface while 1t was still moist. Unee
dried in the:sun, the clay would harden and tablets would be
almnost as indestructible as pottery. When a written record of.,
say, the delivery of pleces of metal had ceased to be relevant. the
tablet was thrown away. Unce the surlace dried, signs cowld not
be pressed on fo a tablet: so each transaction. however minor.
required a separate written tablet. This s why tablets occur by
the hundreds at Mesopotamian sites. And it Is because of this
wealth of sources ihat we know so much more about Mesopotamia
than we do about contemporary Indfa

By 2600 pce or so, the letters became cunetform. and the
language was Sumerian. Writing was now used not only for keeping
records. bul also for making dictionartes, giving legal validity to
fand transfers, nammating the deeds of kings, and announcing the
changes a king had made tn the customary laws of the land.
Sumertan. the earllest known language of Mesopotamia, was
gradually replaced after 2400 ace by the Akkadian language.
Cunetform writing in the Akkadian language continued In use
unttl the first century ce, that ts, for more than 2,000 years.

The System of Writing

The sound that a cunefform sign represented was nd a single consorant
or vowel (such as m or a in the English alphabet), but sytiables (say.-
- or-Io- or-in-). Thus, the signs that a Mesopotanian scribe had
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to learn ran tnto hundreds, and he had to be able to handle a wet
tablet amd get it written before it doed. So, writing was a skilled craft
but. more important. it was an enormous intellectual achievement.

conveying n visual form the system of sounds of a partioular language.

Literacy

Very few Mesopolamians could read and write. Nol only were
there hundreds of signs to leam, many ol these were complex
(see p. 33). If a king could read. he made sure that this was
recorded 1In one of his boastiul tnseriptions! For the most part,
however, witting reflected the mode of speaking.

A letter from an offictal would have to be read out to the king. So it
wottld begin:

Tomy lord A, speak: ... Thus says your servant B: ... T have carrled

out the work assigned tome ..
A long mythical poem about creation ends thus:

‘Lt these verses be held in remembrance and lel the elder teach

thiem;

let the wise one and the scholar discuss them;

let the father repeal them to his sons:

let the ears of (even) the herdsman be opened Lo them.”

The Uses of Writing

The connection between city e, trade and writing ts broaght out ina
long Sumicrian eple poemn aboul Enmerkar. one of the earliest mlers of
Uruk. In Misopotamtan traditlon, Uritk was the city par excellence,
often known stmply as The City,

Enmerkar 1s assoctated with the orgapisation of the first trade of
Sumer: in the early days, the ‘eple says, ‘trade was nol known'.
Enmerkar wanted Lapls lazull anmd preclous metals for the
beautification of a city temple and sent lils messenger oul o get
them from the chief ol a yery distart land called Aratta. The
messenger heeded the word of the king. By mighi he went just by
the stars. By day, he would go by heaven's sun divine. He had to go
up Inte the mountaln ranges, and had to come down out of the
motmntain ranges, The people of Susa (a city) below the mountatns
saluted him like Uiny mice®. Five moiintain ranges, six mountain
ranges, seven mountain ranges he crossed..,’

The messenger could not get the chief of Aratta (o part with
lapis laxall or silver, and e had to make the long journey back
and forth, again and again. carrying threats and promises (rom
the King of Uruk, Ultimately, the messenger "grew weary of mouth’
He ot all the messages mixed up, Then, 'Enmerkar formed a clay
tablei in his hand. and he wrote the words down. In those days,
there had been no writing down of words on clay.”

207408
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CGiven the written tabiet, “the ruler of Aratta examined the
clay. The spoken words were natls®. His face was frowning. He
kept looking at the tahlet.”

This should not be taken as the literal trnuth. but it can be inferred
that tn Mesopotamitan understanding 1t was kingship that organtsed
trade and writing. This poem also tells us that, besides being a means
of storing information and of sending messages afar, writing was seen
as a sign of the superority of Mesopotamitan urban culture.

Urbanisation in Southern Mesopotamia:
Temples and Kings

From 5000 are, settlements had begun o develop in southern
Mesopolamia. The earilest cities emerged from some of these
settlements. These were of vanous kinds: thise thiat gradually developed
around temples: these that developed as centres of trade: and mperial
cities. [ s oities of the first two kinds that will be discuassed here.
Earty settlers {their ortgins are unkmown) began to butld and rebuld
temples at selected spots n thelr villages. The cardiest known temple
was a sinall shrine made of unbaked bricks. Témples were the residences
of vanous gods: of the Moon Cod of Ur, or of Inanna the Coeddess of Love
and War. Constrocted In brick. temnples becamie larger over tme. with
several rooms around open courtyards. Some of the

ove

carly ones were possibly not unlike the ordinary house
- for the temple was the house of a god. But temples
always had thetr outer walls going inand out at regalar
tntervats, which no ordinary buflding ever bad.

The god was the focus of worshlp: to him or her
people brought gram, curd and fish (the floors of some
early temples had thick layers of fish bones). The god

was also the theoreteal owner of the agnicultural fields,
the fisheres, and the herds of the local commumntiy.
in tme, the processing of produce [for example, ofl
pressing, gratn grinding, spinning, and the weaving
of wootien cloth) was also done in the temple. Organiser
of production-at a level above the household. emplover
of merchanis and keeper of written records of
distritnitions and allotments of gratn, plongh antmats,
bread. beer. fish. ete.. the temple gradually developed
fts activities and became the main urban institution:
- But there was also another factor on the scene.

The eowliest Enimitn
bEmmle of the soilly
o N} e [pfmd.

in spite of naturad fertility, agrnculture was subject
to hazards, The natural outlet channels of the Euphrates would
frave too much water one year and flood the crops. and sometimes
they would change course altogether. As the archaeologleal record

shows, villages were pertodically relpcated in Mesopotamitan history.
There were man-made problems as well. Those who lived on the
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upstream stretchs ol a channel could diveri 50 much water into
thetr felds that villages downstream were lefi without ‘water, Or
they could neglect to clean out the silt from their stretch of the
channel, blocking the flow of water further down. So the early
Mesopatamian countrystde saw repeated confliet over land and water,

Whien there was continuous warare tn a reglon, those clilefs
who had been successiul in war could oblige their followers by
distributing the loot, and ¢oild take prisoners from the defeated
groups to employ as their guards or servants, So they could
increase thetr influence and clout, Such war leaders. however,
would. be here today and gone tomorrow — until a time came
when such leadership came to inareace the well-being of the
community with the creation of new institutions or practices, In
time, victorious chiefs hegan to offer precious booty to the gods
and thus beautify the eommunity’s temples, They would send
men oul to fetch fine stones and metal for the beneflt of the god
and community and organtse the disteibutlon of temple wealth In
an efficient way by aceounting for things tha! came in and went
oul. As the poem abot Enmerkar shows, this gave the king high
status and the authonty 1o command the community.

We can imagine a mutually reinforcing cyele of development in
which leaders encournged the settlement of villagers close to
themselves, 1o he able to mpldly get an army together. Bestdes,
people would be safe Hving in dose proximity to one another. Ad
Uritk, ane of the earliest temple towns, we find deplctions of ammed
heroes and their victims, and careful archaeological surveys have
shown that around 2000 sce, when Unuk grew to the enommous
extent of 250 hevtaress — iwice as large s Mohenjo-darm woulkd be in
later cenlunies — dowens of small villages were desertedl There hacd
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been @ major population shift. Signtficantly. Uruk also came (o
have a defensive wall at a very early date. The site was
continuonsly ocoupled from about 4200 pee to about 400 o,
and by about 2800 pee it had expanded to 400 hectares.
War captives and local peaple were put to work for
the temple. or directly for the mler. This. rather than

to work were pald rations. Hundreds of ration lists
have been found. which give, against people’s names,
the guantities of gratn. cloth or oll allotted to them. It
has been estimated that one of the empics took 1,500
men working 10 hours a day, five years to butld,

With rulers commanding people to fetch stones or
metal ores. to come and make bricks or lay the bricks
for a temple, or else to go to a distant country to fetch
sultable matenals, there were also technical advances
at Uik around 3000 sce. Bronze tools came into use for
various crafts. Archlieels learnt 1o vonstruct brick
coiumns: there being po sultable wood o bear the weight of
the mof of large halls.

Hundreds of peopie were put to work af making and baking
clay cones that could be pushed tnto temple walls, painted in
different colours, creattng a colourful mosalc. In sculpture,
there were superb achievements, not 1n easlly avallable clay
but 1r imported stone. And then there was a technological
iandmark that we can say Is approprate to an urban economy:
the potter's wheel. In the long run, the whee! enahles a potter's
workshop to ‘mass produce’ dozens of similar pots at a time,

Impression of a fylinder sial ¢ 3200 acx. The bogrobesd ol armesd sforefing e
is similar i dress and hadmigle to the horo in the stoie® shpaem abore

Nole thive prisomers of wear. thetr grms bound, aned g jourth man bescevhing the
war kedider
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The Seal — An Urban Artefact

In India, sary 1one seals wese stamped. In Mesopotamin until
the and of the first millennium sz, Grlindrical stope-seak, pierced
down the centre, were fitted with a sTick and rolled over WeT Clay
10 that a continuows picture was ceoted. They were corved by
vary skilled crofamen, ond someiimes cany writing: the oom?
of the gwner, bl god, kb official poiition, stC. A s=al Suld be
rolled on day covering the s&ing knot of & cloth package or the
‘mouth of a pot, keeping the contents yafe- When rolled on o letter
writtzn on a day tablet; it became a muk of authesticiy. 50 the
seal wos the mark of a oy dwellets role In publiciife.

Fire early cylinecler seais and Uit improssione
Pezsorits wiind you. sed i st of e tmpressions: st conetioom
scripl shiom on Hem?

Life in the City

What we have seen 1s that a ruline elite had emerged: a small
section of soclety had a major share of the wealth, Nothing makes
this fact as clear as the enormous riches (Jewellery. gold vessels,
wooden musical instruments miald with white shell and lapls
lzull, ceremontal daggers of gold, ete.} burted with some Kings
and gueens &t Ur But what of the ordinay people?

We know from the legal texts (disputss, inherttanee maitters, etc.)
that Mesgpolaumitan society the nuclesr family* was the norm,
Although & married son and his family often restded with his parents.
The father was the head of the family. We know a little about the
procedures for marrage. A declaration wias musde about the
willtngness (o mary. the brde's parems giving thetr comnsent o the
maaTiiage, Then a gl was given by the groom's people to the brides

*A-mnthesr famtly
CUMIITSES 0 MG
s wile gimdf
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people. When the wedding took place, gifis were exchanged by both
parties. who ate together and made offerings in a temple. When her
mother-in-faw came te feich her. the bride was gven her share of
the inheritance by her father. The father's house, herds, ficlds,
cic., were inherited by the sons.

Let ps ook at Ur, ome of the earliest cities to have been excavated.
Ur was a town whose ordinary houses were systematically
excavated in the 1930s. Narrow winding streets indicate that
wheeled carts conld not have reached many of the houses, Sacks
of grain and firewood would have armived on donkey-back. Narrow
winding streets and the trregular shapes of house plots also
indicate an absence of town planming. There were no street dmtns
of the kind we find tn contemporary Mohenjo-daro. Dratns and
clay pipes were Instead found in the inner courtyards
of the Ur houses and # is thought that house roofs sloped
inwards and ratnwater was channelled via the dratnpipes
tnto sumps* in the tmmer courtyards. This would have been a way
of preventing. the unpaved streets
from becoming excessively siushy
after a downpour.

Yel people seem to have swept
all thetr household refuse into the
streets. o be trodden underfoot!
This made street levels rise, and
over time the thresholds of houses
had also to be maised so that no
mud would flow instide after the
mins. Light came into the Tooms
not from windows bul from
doorways opening info the
courtyards: this would also have
given familles their privacy. There
were superstitions about houses,
recorded in omen tableis at U a
matsed threshold brouwght wealth;
a front door that did not open
towards another house was hacky:
but if the matn wooden door of a
house opened outwards (instead
of tawards), the wife would be a
torment to her husband!

There was a town cemetery at
Ur 1n which the graves of royalty
and commoners have been
found. but a few individuals were
found buried under the floors of
ordinary houses.

e
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A Trading Town in a Pastoral Zone
After 2000 sce the roval capital of Man

WA 5 The Lo

Neourished. You will have noliced {see Map
2) that Mar stands not on the southero
platn  with s highly productive
agriculture but much further upstream
on the Euphrates, Map 3 with 1ts colour
coding shows thal agriculture and animal
rearing were carried. oul close to each
ather o this reglon. Some communiiies
in the Kingdom of Mart had both fmrmers
and pastoralists, but most of s temritory
wis used for pasturing sheep and goats.

Herders need 1o excliange young animals,
chesse, leather and meat In retum for grain,
metal tools, ete., and the manure of a
penned ock 18 also of great use to a farmer.
Yet, at the same time, there may be conflict,
A shepherd may take his flock to water
acries a sown ficld, to the ruin of the crop.
Herdsmen being maoblle can  rald
agriculiuml villages and selze their stored
goods. For their part, setiled groups may

deniy pastorallsis access o nver and canal -;;n,-g-...q.......m....._

water along a ceriain sel of patls,
Through Mesopolamian history,
nomadic communities of the westemn desert fltered
into the prosperons asricultural heartland, Shepherds
would bring thetr flocks into the sown area In the
summer. Such groups would ¢ome in as herders,
harvesdt labourers or lilred soldiers, occasionally
become prosperous, amnd seitle down, A few gained
the power to establish thetr own rule. These Included
the Akkadians, Amorttes, Assyrians and Aramaeans.
(Yo will read more about ralers from pastoral socleties
in Theme 3.) The kings of Marl were Amorites whose
dress differed fromt that of the orginal Inhabitants
and who respicted not only the gods of Mesopotamia
but also mised a temple at Man for Dagan, god of the
steppe. Mesopotamian soclety and culture were thus
apen o different people and cultures, and the vitality
of the civillsation was perbiaps due (o this intetmixture.

A wverior Hislding a long spaeor and a wicker stiell
Node The dress, (e of Amonites, ard dffferent froem
Il o Lhes Sturmerfan wiarmior shodn on @2 18 This
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The Palace atMari of King Zimrilim (1510-
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‘The Palace at Marl of King

Zimrilim (1810176 sce)
The g1zot palace eiMariwa:
the residence of the foyal
family, the- hub of
adminiifration: and a place
of production. eipecially of
preciowl metal cmaments

Ttwa: 3¢ famowm in it time
‘that a minér king came:
from noTth Syma fintic zee
Vi camnying with Bim a letter
afintroduction frotn :Lﬁrrui-
friend of the Ling of Man,
Zimpilim Doily MG seveal
“that huge quantities of fosd:
were presented each day for
the kivg's table: flour,
Byead, mear, firh, fruit, beer
-andewine He probablvate in
tHE company of mony cther.

an or arcund courtyard T8,

- pavedwhite Yo will notice

‘from the plan that the poiace
had only one enfrance, onthe
north. The large; open

urf?'l:l.!ﬂl Him ot 131 were-
beautifully paved The king
weild have :mﬂvedfumnn
dignitarszs and hit ovwn peaple
in 13, o roem with wall
paintings that weuld have
awed the viritor:. The palace
was o sprawling shuctute,
with 260 rooms and coversd
ar area 0 2 4 heciares
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The kings of Marl. however. had to be vigilant: herders of
various fribes were allowed to move in the kingdom. but they
were watched. The camps of herders are mentioned frequently
in letters between kings and officials. In one letter. an officer
writes to the King that he has been seeing frequent fire signals
at night - sent by one camp to another — and he suspects
that a raid or an afttack 1s being planned.

Located on the Evuphrates in a prime postiion for trade - in
wood, copper. tin. oll, wine, and vartous other goods that were
carrted tn boats along the Euphrates — between the south and
the mineral-rich uplands of Turkey. Syrta and lebanon. Man 1s
a good example of an urban centre prospering on frade. Boats
carrying grinding stones. wood, and wine and ot! jars, would stop
at Man om thetr way to the sputhern cittes. Officers of this town
would go aboard, inspect the cargo [a single river boat could hold
300 wine jars). and levy a charge of about one-tenth the value of
the goods before allowing the heat to continue downstream: Barley
came In spectal gratn boats. Most important. tablets refer to
copper from “Alashiya’, the tsland of Cyprus, known for its copper.
and tin was also an ttem of frade. As hronze was the matn
tndustrial matertal for topls and weapons, this trade was of great
tmportance. Thus. althongh the kKinddom of Man was not miiitanly

stromg, 1t was excepticmally prosperous.

Excavating Mesopotamian Towns

Today, Mesopstamian sxravater have much ]ilghi!t standards of accurncy and care in-
tzcording than in the qldduy: so that few dig huge areas the way Urwas excavotzd
Moreover, few archaesologints have the filnds to employ lamge Eams of sxesvars.
“Thut, the mods of obtaining dofa has changed

Taks thz small town at Abu Salabikh, about 10 hectare: margain 2j00scewith a
population lez: thon 10,000 The autline: of walls wese at fint traced by tcvaping
surfares. Thit invelve: toraping off tite top ffw milhmetre: of the mound with the
tharp ondwide end of azhovel srother fool Wil the roil undemeath warstill shightly
mpit; the archorologisteonid make out differsnt coloure, textures and line; ofbnck
walls or pits o1 other fatuzes. A few houses that were discoveredwere excavated. The
archaeologists alip fieyed through fons of earth to recover plant and cnimal remams,
and in the proc=is identified many species of plant and animal: and found large
quiktitiss of charred fith bones that had besn swept out on to the sirests. Plant seeds
and fikre @mainsd after dung caks: haod been bumed a: fuel and thu kitfchens wers:
identifizd. Diving rooms wers those with fewsrtraces. Secaurs they found the tzeth of
VeIV ¥oung pigh on the streets, archaedlogists concluded that pigs must have reamed
freely here at in any other Mezopotomion-town. In fact, ons honis bunal containzd
1ome pig bones —the dead penon mist have bees given :ome pork forhy nounzhment
m the afteriife! The archosologists also mode micreizepic sadies of wom Hoors to:
dzode which rooms in g house were roofed (with poplarisgs, palm leave:, straw, 2tc)
and which were open tg the sky.
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Cities in Mesopotamian Culture

Mesopolamians valued city Hfe In which people of many
communities amnd cultures lived side by side, After cllles were
destroyed in war, they recalled them In poetry.

The most polgnant reminder to us of the pride Mesapostamians
took 1n thelr cities comes at the end of the Glgamesh Eple,
which was written on twelve lablels, Gllgamesh 1s sald to have
rilled the city of Uruk some time after Enmerkar. A great hero
whe subddued people Er and wide, he gol a shock when his
herale frilend died. He then set out to find the seciel of
immaortality, crossing the walers that surround the world. After
i herole attemipt. Gligamesh fatled. and retumed to Uruk, There,
he conseled himself by walking along the city wall, back and
forth. He admired the foundations made of fired bricks that he
had put mto place. It 1s on the ety wall of Uruk that the long
tale of herolsm and endeavour flzzles out. Gllgamesh does nol
sav that even though he will die his sons will outlive him, as a
tribal hero would have done. He takes consolation in the ity
that his people had butlt, ' )

The Legacy of Writing

While moving narratives can be frapsmitted orally. sclience
requires written texis that gencrations of scholars can read and
bulld wpon. Perhaps the greatest legacy of Mesopotamia to the
worid 1s 1ts scholarly tadition of tme reckontng and mathematics.
Dating around 1800 ncg are tablets with multiplication and
division tables, square- and square-toot tables, and tables of
caompound interest. The square oot of 2 was given as:

1 +24/60+ 51/60° + 10/60°

If you work thits out, you will find thet the answer 5 141421296, only
sitehitly different from the comedt answer, 1.41421356, Students had
to solve problems such as the following: a fleld of aren such and such
Is covered ope finger decp in water; fingd out the volume of waler.

The division of the year mmto 12 months according to the
revolution of the moon around the earth. the diviston of the month
mto four weeks, the day into 24 hours, amd the hour tnto 60
minutes — all that we take for granted in our datly lives — has
come to us from the Mesopotamtans. These time divistons were
adopted by the suceessars of Alexinder and from there trimsmitted
to the Roman world. then to the world of Islam. and then to
metieval Europe (see Theme 5 for how this happened),

Whenever solar and lunar eclipses were observed. their
occurtence was noted according to year, month and day. So
too there were records about the observed positions of stars
and constellations tn the night sky.
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None of these momentous Mesopotamtan achievements would
have been possible without writing and the urban nstituilon of
schools; where students read and copled earller written tablets,
and where some boys were trained o become not record keepors
for the administration, but intellectuals who could bulld on the
work of thetr predecessors.

We would be mistaken if we think that the preoccupation with
the urban world of Mesopotamia {5 a modern phenomenon. Let
us look: finally, at two ecarly attempts o Iocate and preserve the
texts and iraditionis of the past.

An Early Library Y
In the lron age, the Assyiians of the norih geated an empire, nﬂhhﬂgh
between 720 and §10 £, that steicied s jor west as Ihtﬂﬂt!

sconomy was now a predagery one, exuactng, labour and mbute 0 the
form of food, animals, metal and craft ttemd from. avmmiﬁmﬁpﬁiamn
The great Assyman kings, who 'had Bzen immigrants, acknowledged
the southern region, Babylsnia, as the czntre of higk culmure and e last
‘of them, Assutbanipal (668-627 3c2), collected @ library at his capital,
Nineveh in the north He made great afforts o g:itb:r mhhts on hfltﬂ!j’.
2pics, omen literaturs, astrolegy, Tymns and posm:. He sent his sarbes
south to Bind old tabléts. Because soribes Ih the south were frained to 1ead
ﬂndwfﬂ:e in schook where thev all had o ‘copy tablens by the dozen, there
were towns fh Babylonia where huge collections of tablets were created
mﬂwmmmnmhm ceased 1o bz spoken after about
1800 == it contintied 1o be tauglit in. schools, through vocabulary text,
sign 't bilingual (Sumesian and Akkadian) tablen, 2tc. Se even tn 650
scz. cuneiform fablets wiittén as far back as 2000 scz ware intelligible —
and Assurbanipal's menknew where to look for early tablets or their copies.
Coples weare made of lmpotmm texts wuch @i the Eplc of Gilgamesh,
the copier stating his name and writing ths date. Some tablets ended
‘with a seference t© Anur&nnijml.
'!.anm‘-lmhi . king of the univernse, king of Assyrin, on whom the gods
Bestowed vast intelligence, who could acguire the recondite detalls of
scholark emdinon. 1 wiote down on tablen the wisdom of the gods .
And'I checked and collated the mblet | placed them ﬁ!-rthz-ﬁttuﬂlnthﬁ-
librory of the temple of my god Nabu, at Nineveh, for my life and the
wallbeing of my toul, and 19 sustain the fundation: of my Iﬂ}‘ﬂhﬁtﬂm J
Moré fmporant, there was cataloguing: a basker of tubk-ﬁ would have a
clay label that read: ‘n number of wblets about exordsm, written by X"
Assurbanipal’s library had a'total of tome 1,000 fexi:, ambunting to about
30,000 tablets, grouped according to subjict
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( And, an Early Archaeologist!

A man of the southem marshes, Nabopolassar, released Babylonia from
Asryrian doniination m §235 sc= HE succestors Increased their &mitory
and oraanized building project: ar Babylon. From that fime, even after
the Achaemsnids of fran conguersd Babylon in 539 sc= and until 331
3z when Alexandsr congusred Babylon. Babylon was the premisr ofy
of ths woild, mor than 850 hectarsi, with a mple wall, areat palaces

and temples, aziggurat or stepped towsr, and a processional way to the
rithal centie. Its trading house: had widespread dzalings and Itz
mathematicians and astonomers made some new discoveriss

Mabonidus was the last maler of independent Babvlon He writes that
the god of Ur cams to him in a dream and ordéred him to appoint o
priestess o take chargs: of the cult in that ancient town in the deap
south. He writes:

‘Because for avery long time the office ofHigh Priestess hod been forgotten,
her characteristic features nowhers Indicated, Thathought nryszif day after
dﬂ‘r?]’:gnq he say:, he found the stele of a very early king whom we today
date to about 1150 scz and saw an that stele the curved image of the Eﬁmm:

He observed the clothing and ths fswéllsry thatwas depicted. This Is how
he was able to dress hHis daughter for her corisecxation as Prsstess.

On another occasion. Nabonidus's men broughtto him a broker statue
Inscrived with the name of Sargon, king of Akkad (We know today that
the latter ruled around 2370 scz ) Nabonidus, and indesd maony
intellectuals, had heard of this areat king of remote timss. Nabonidus
felt he had to epair the statue. ‘Because of my reversnce for the gods
and respect for kingship,' e writes, fI summoned skilled crafomen. and

. replaced the hsad’ o~ *\1
, ACTIVITY 4
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Exercises

ANSWER IN BRIEE

1 Why do we 35 that (tWas not natural fedility and high levels of food
preduction thatwears the causes of éqrly wbanisation?

2. Which of the following were necessary conditions and which the causss,
of early urbanization, and which would you say wers ths suicome of the
growthof afies:

(a) highly producive aorculture, (h)watsr aniport, (¢) the lack cfmetal
and stone, (d) the division oflabour, (¢) the wse ¢f seals, () the military
power of kings tharmade labour compulsory?

o L3

Why were mobile animal herders not neceszarily a threqat to town Iife?
Why would the early templs have bean much fike a house?

ANSWER IN A SHORT ESSAY

5. Of the new institutiors that came into being onge diy life had begun,
which would hove dependsd on the InRiative of the kng?
6. What do andent stories =1 us abeout the avilisation of Meiopotamia?
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